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Last May, Bobbi Jo Forte, who is the
co-owner of Living Eden in the village of
Red Hook, was living through what
could easily be described as a nightmare
after having been diagnosed with a brain
tumor.

Today, just a year later, that nightmare
has turned into a dream come true, as
her health continues to improve, the
tumor continues to shrink and she is
right on the verge of fulfilling a long-
held ambition of opening up a cat café in
the space right next to the shop.

With a hoped-for grand opening
planned for Apple Blossom Day in the
village on Saturday, May 7, Forte and an
army of family, colleagues and friends,
are abuzz with preparing the café both
for the rescue cats who will live there
awaiting adoption, and the customers
who are expected to line up to visit what
is believed to be the first cat café in New
York state outside of New York City.

It’s a return to the cat rescue she had
for 10 years, and had to give up, because
of her health.

Forte can’t get too far into the story of
this turn of events without tears welling
up in her eyes for the enormous generos-
ity of the community in coming to her
assistance – starting with what followed
after an article appeared in River
Chronicle about her battle to survive and
heal from the tumor in her brain, and an
appeal for financial assistance with med-
ical treatment.

Shortly after the story was published,
Margrit Lohrer, who once owned a yarn
shop in Rock City and who had adopted
several cats from Forte’s rescue, read the
article and contacted Forte to ask her to
pay a visit to her home. 

During that visit, Lohrer told Forte
that she was told by doctors she only
had two weeks to live.

She then handed Forte an envelope.
“I can’t take it with me,” she said of

what was inside. “I’m a worrier. Don’t
worry. There are so many things that you
can’t change.”

With the envelope came instructions.
“I want you to do two things: I want

you to do something special with your
daughter. And when you heal, I want
you to do something to continue all that
you’ve done to help others,” Lohrer said
to Forte about her former cat rescue.

When she returned to the shop, Forte
opened the envelope and inside was
$10,000.

The following day, Forte’s daughter,
Morgan, wrote Lohrer a thank you note
and placed one of her school portraits
inside.

“I want you to know you are my
mom’s guardian angel. Thank you,”
Morgan wrote.

The card and photo rested on Lohrer’s
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The Chancellor Livingston Elementary School Physical Education Program has
participated with the American Heart Association (AHA) for the past 16 years
through the Jump Rope For Heart event, during which students learn rope-jump-
ing skills and raise money for those in need at the same time. 

To keep the kids jumping toward their fund-raising goal, physical education
teachers Kevin Yarnell and Ryan Edson, and Principal Brett King dressed up in
Dalmation dog costumes.

The fundraising goal set for this year was $4,800, but Yarnell said the students
jumped their way far past that mark.

“I am thrilled to announce that…our students have raised more than $13,640.
This is over a $9,000 increase from last year’s total donations.  All of the money
will be donated to the AHA to help those in need,” Yarnell said.

By Greg Hudson
Columbia-Greene Media

Pending the outcome of a meeting
that took place on Thursday, the Red
Hook village board was set to approve a
budget for the 2016/17 fiscal year which
cut funding for PANDA TV23, the public
access television channel which serves
the town and village of Red Hook, the
town and village of Rhinebeck and the
village of Tivoli.

Village officials said the decision to
end its relationship with PANDA TV23
was purely financial. Red Hook village
Mayor Ed Blundell said this year’s his-
torically low state-mandated tax levy cap
placed further restrictions on the vil-
lage’s ability to raise the funds it needed
to continue to fund PANDA TV23.

“We have a mandate to provide our
residents with services and to do it in a
responsible way,” Blundell said. “We
owe it to our taxpayers to operate within
the boundaries of the tax cap.”

PANDA TV23 officials had previously
said that funding for the television sta-
tion does not come from local property
taxes, but from an intermunicipal agree-
ment between the five municipalities,
Time Warner Cable and PANDA TV23,
through which, the municipalities con-
tribute a percentage of the right-of-way
fees the cable company pays for the priv-
ilege of running its cable lines through
the towns and villages.

Blundell had a different interpretation
of what funds are used.

“To say the funding doesn’t come
from taxpayers doesn’t make sense,
because our revenues are collective,

between tax revenue, right-of-way, and
other sources,” he said. “There’s nothing
in our agreement with PANDA which
specifically says where the money they
get from us actually comes from, and it
comes directly out of our revenue as a
village, regardless of whether it’s tax
levy or the contracts we hold with other
organizations.”

Town of Rhinebeck Supervisor
Elizabeth Spinzia agreed with Blundell.

“I don’t support the idea that PANDA
is not supported by taxpayer dollars,”
she said. “We need all our sources of rev-
enue to provide services in the town, so
to say certain funds come from this
source or that source, I don’t agree with
that.”

PANDA TV23 has received $11,575
annually since the start of the current
contract that began in 2011, Blundell
said. But with this year’s tax levy cap set
at 0.12 percent, the village was only able
to increase its total revenue from taxes by
$1,189 that didn’t come close to covering
contractual increases, for instance, for
health insurances costs for full-time staff.

“It’s like, if you make $20 an hour, and
your boss says ‘You’re getting a raise of
0.12 percent,’” Blundell said. “When it’s
all said and done you make an extra two
cents, it’s almost nothing at all.”

Blundell said for the village to balance
its budget and maintain essential servic-
es to village residents, it needed to cut
PANDA TV23 from its expenses in order
to operate within the confines of the tax
cap.

“[The village] had been on the state
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Chancellor Livingston Elementary School second graders jump rope to raise funds for the
American Heart Association. This year, they exceeded their goal by more than $9,000.

Rhinebeck elementary school
students are 'heart heroes'
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Left, Bobbi Jo Forte and her
daughter, Morgan, hold kit-
tens, Bagerha and Akaila, in
the cat room at Morgan’s Cat
Café. In between mother and
daughter is a portrait of
Margrit Lohrer with her cat.
Just prior to her death, Lohrer
gave Forte a gift to ease her
worry after a brain tumor diag-
nosis and to allow her to do
something special with her
daughter, which turned out to
be Morgan’s Cat Café, a non-
profit cat rescue organization
that is expected to open on
May 7.
Below, the exterior of the
building that will be home to
Morgan’s Cat Café located at
35 W. Market St. in the village
of Red Hook.

Please see Café, page 2
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